INTRODUCTORT NOTE

absence of democratic thought in the German nation is the result of
historical tradition^ since Germany has never been governed democratic-
ally', but has always been subjugated to the will of an individual or that
of an oligarchic clique.

This non-democratic tendency of the German nation was perfectly
summed up by Sir Edward Grey during the 1914 war:

"The real obstacle to peace seems to me to be the desire of the German
people not to be masters in their own house ^ and not to know anything
except what their Government tells them. . . ."

This German tendency to avoid personal^ Individual judgment of
affairs and to submit blindly to the opinion of the ruling class was also
excellently expressed^ from another standpoint^ by Mr. Ernest Bevin^
Minister of Labour and National Service^ in a speech on 20 October
1940:

"The Prussian always acts on the assumption that the human being is
an automaton^ that he can be organised^ ordered and driven and reduced
almost to the condition of a robot.

"This type of mind has been predominant in Germany since the '50V,
and has followed a doctrine of force and ravaged Europe many times^
believing that by adding to the number of robots and thieving the raw
materials and lands of other countries they can establish a power which
will have succeeded in subduing the rest of the world"